Alpine Animal Hospital
[image: image1.emf]  Surgery Travel Sheet       Owner’s Name:   <first - name> <last - name>   Patient Name:   <animal>   Breed:   <breed>     Sex:  <sex>   Color:   <color>           Age:   <age>   Date:  <appt - date>   T ime:  <appt - time>   Address:  <address>   Phone Number:   <phone>   Client Number:  <number>   Patient Number:   <patient - record - id>       Vitals     Weight:   _________ _ lbs   = __________kg         Temperature:   ____________°F       Meds Given _______________________ _____ ____ ____________________________________________                 Microchip?   Y   /   N         Laser?  Y   /   N             Fasted?  Y   /   N                        Sed ated Release?  Y   /   N   <id>                 Time:       Sedation TGH?  Y / N   __________________________________________________________________     Additional  Information/Questions:   Mass Removal:  Confirm site(s) at time of drop off     ________________________________________ _____________________________________ _________   Dental:  Confirm if extractions are allowed or to call first.   _____________________________________________________________________________ _________   Diet:   Brand:  __________________ _____ _   Dry/Canned?    Amount/F requency:   _________________ __ ___   Premeds:  _______________________________________________________________ _____ _________   ______________________________________________________________________________________   IV Fluids:   Type:   _____________ ______ ___________     Rate:   ____________ __________________ mL/hr      IV Catheter (Gauge and leg used): ________________________________________________ ________   Induction: ____________________________________________________________________ ________   ETT: ______________ ____________________________ _______________________________ ________     Pick - up Day/Time: _______________ _ __________       Check - in Initials:  _ _______ ___ _________      

<animal - pic>  



Coccidiosis

Coccidia are single-celled organisms that infect the intestine. They are microscopic parasites detectable on routine fecal tests in the same way that worms are, but coccidia are not worms and are not susceptible to deworming medications. They are also not visible to the naked eye. 
Coccidia infection causes a watery diarrhea that is sometimes bloody and can be a life-threatening problem to an especially young or small pet. 
There are many different species of coccidia but for dogs and cats, the most common infections are with coccidia of the genus Isospora. Dogs and cats each have their own coccidia species and cannot infect each other, nor can they infect people.
How does my pet get coccidia?
Coccidia infection comes from consuming oocysts which are passed in stool. Once in the outside world, oocysts begin to mature, which means they undergo a process called sporulation, the result being an infective stage. If this stage is consumed by a new host, infection results. 
The main mechanism of infection is fecal-oral (feces to mouth) transmission.
Alternatively, a host (such as a mouse, fly, cockroach or other insect) can become infected by eating an oocyst only to be in turn consumed by another host (a dog or cat). This would represent another way for a dog or cat to become infected.
Oocysts become infective in only 12-36 hours. Because of this, it is important to remove stool as quickly as possible from the pet's environment to prevent contamination.  
How are Coccidia Detected?
A routine fecal test is a good idea for any new puppy or kitten whether there are signs of diarrhea or not as youngsters are commonly parasitized. This sort of test is also a good idea for any patient with diarrhea and is recommended at least once a year for healthy dogs and cats as a screening test. 
How is Coccidia Treated?
Your veterinarian will put your pet on anti-coccidial medications which inhibit coccidial reproduction. This means, though, that the time it takes to clear the infection depends on how many coccidia organisms there are to start with and how strong the patient’s immune system is. A typical treatment course lasts one to two weeks, but may need to be continued until the infection fully resolves. 
Can People or other Pets Become Infected?
While there are species of coccidia that can infect people Toxoplasma and Cryptosporidium, for example, the Isospora species of dogs and cats (the most common species of coccidia we see) cannot infect people. Other pets may become infected from exposure to infected fecal matter but it is important to note that this is usually an infection of the young (i.e. the immature immune system tends to let the coccidia infection reach large numbers whereas the mature immune system probably will not.) In most cases, the infected new puppy or kitten does not infect the resident adult animal.
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